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FRIENDS OF THE 
SHERMAN SWIFT 

TOWER 

Tel: 563-536-2258 
        563-964-2535 

www.shermanswifttower.org  

National, Iowa 

SWIFT NIGHT OUT 

We are blessed to have sites, including schools, 
where the swifts congregate prior to migration.  
In 2017, we counted almost a thousand roosting 
swifts in five sites.  The first two weekends in 
August and September are when nationwide 
counts of the roosting swifts are done. Join the 
group of swift counters and experience 
something remarkable.  Go to chimneyswifts.org 
for full information.  If you look closely at the 
picture below, you may be able to see the swifts. 

 

COME VISIT THE TOWER! 

Fifty-seven individuals and 3 families were kind 
enough to register in the book at the Tower this 
year. Most of our visitors are from Iowa, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois, but North 
Carolina, Arizona, Virginia, Texas, Washington, 
Pennsylvania and New York were also 
represented. In the last eight years we have been 
honored to have visitors from 34 states including 
Hawaii and Alaska, Canada, West Indies, 
England, Germany and the District of Columbia. 
Visitors are welcome anytime to the rest area and 
cemetery where the tower sits beside Highway 
52. There is a sign, an audio recording, and there 
will be a new monitor to view the nest.  Friends 
of the Sherman Swift Tower will host tours from 
1-4 PM on Friday and Saturday, May 25 and May 
26, as well as  Saturday and Sunday, September 1 
and 2, providing the swifts aren’t nesting then.  
Please contact the following for more 
information:  Joyce Schoulte   563.964.2535  or 
Harold and Deanna Krambeer 563.536.2258. 
We love to share the story. 
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Photo courtesy of Wanda Justice 



2017 IN REVIEW 

MYSTERIOUS HAPPENINGS AT THE TOWER………. 

 Swifts were seen over National by May 16, but nest building was slow to start, and 
the first egg was observed in the nest on June 8, a bit later than usual. Typically 
swifts lay an egg every other day. 

 Through the monitor on June 10th a swift was sitting on the nest, apparently 
brooding eggs. But during a second view through the monitor on June 14th, no eggs 
could be seen in the small nest. Two swifts were flying overhead. We thought 
perhaps the eggs were located at a spot in the nest where they were not easily visible 
to the stationary camera.  

In mid-June five to six eggs were seen in the nest.   Unfortunately, soon after this, the monitor system malfunctioned and 
the nest couldn’t be observed from outside the tower.    

On July 10, we entered the tower and found 4 eggs on the floor of the chimney, three were broken and one remained intact 
in the corner of the chimney. One intact egg remained in the nest.  What happened remains a mystery.  We wondered if the 
egg in the nest was yet to be destroyed or was the first egg of a second clutch.  But 
either way, we feared there would be no fledging swifts from the tower this year.  

But on July 30, we were pleased to see 5 eggs in the nest, and swifts flying overhead.  
Now it would be a race against time to have the eggs hatch and mature in time to 
migrate.    

The near-by Clayton County Fair is held the second full weekend in August, and in 
previous years the chimney and nest have both been empty by that time.  This year on 
August 5, there were 4 blind naked babies in the nest.  Uncertain if the babies could mature in time, we stayed away from 
the tower to prevent any interference in the feedings.   

Apparently the adult swifts provided adequate food and care as the chimney and nest were empty when we checked in 
September. Of the nine eggs laid, we trust four made it to adulthood.  We observed eight  swifts flying into the tower on the 
evening of September 10, giving us more hope that there was a successful nesting in 2017.     

 

Notes From Althea… 

Althea Sherman papers, 1902-1936. MS49.  Special 

Collections, State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines .. 

Althea Sherman recorded unusual nesting 
behavior similar to what happened in the 
National Tower in her 1928 Chimney Swifts 
Journal. Entries in late May stated three swifts 
were involved in the nesting.  One female 
apparently laid the first two eggs, with some 
interference from a second female.   

May 31...Started down stairs and saw on sash of the window 
at  top of stairs a Swift.  It could have left chimney for this part 
of the building only through one of the peepholes. ....There in 
front of window lay the second egg which should have been 
deposited in nest. I deposited it there. ...I placed (Swift) on 
step of ladder (inside chimney).   
June 1  ………There are excrements below places I saw the 
two hanging last night, also over on south side.  There the poor 
repudiated mate must have hung …….  
June 2 Day for third egg, but it is not there.  To-night two 
(maybe three) roost in chimney.  
June 3 Saw two flying this a.m. …..This evening three are in 
chimney as I think were there last night. It is queer, queer, 
queer how great is the change in their behavior since the rift 
came.  Before all bunched closely together. None of that since, 
Before it there was no fear shown when I made my evening 
visits, now for several nights two take flight like guilty ones that 
can not bear the light. To-night one hung far down below the 
nest, nearly to the floor.  The other two hung apart on east side 
of nests. They flew out of sight when I went around to east 
window.  Since the eggs were laid I have been able to see them 
in the nest at night, I fear they have been thrown out, I could 
not see them to-night. 
June 4  My fears were well founded. To-day I found both eggs 
broken, lying on the floor.   Look as if broken by fall.  The 
dirty little renegade demon, who has seduced the male 
probably says that she will not help bring up any step- children. 
Work of building on the nest has resumed…..Tonight three 
C.S. are there—two hugged close together and a third one 
over them as if trying to squeeze in between them.   

 Her journal goes on to say that a second clutch of six eggs all fledged.  
It’s possible the “repudiated mate”  assisted in the feeding of this clutch.   

 ACTIVITIES 

We spent a day cleaning the tower in April to prepare for the swifts 
and other visitors.  An amazing amount of insect life calls the Tower 
home but left with a little encouragement from soapy water.  We then 
hosted our first Tower tours in May.  In August we worked with the 
Iowa History Bus at the Clayton County Fair. September found us 
hosting tours on Labor Day weekend. In October we spent the 
weekend at Heritage Days at Osborne. Along with information about 
swifts, we had a number of children’s activities.  Children bring 
sunshine even on a cloudy fall day.     
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