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FRIENDS OF THE 
SHERMAN SWIFT 

TOWER 

Tel: 563-783-7791 
        563-964-2535 

National, Iowa 

COME   VISIT   THE   TOWER! 

Come Visit the Tower in 2016 

The nest monitor and audio recording will be 
reconnected in late April and available through 
the summer, so please visit anytime to use these.   

 

The Tower will be open for tours on May 27 and 
28, from 1-4 PM.  If nest building is already 
started,  accommodations will be made so the 
birds continue their home building.  The tower 
will also be open Labor Day weekend, 
September 3 and 4.  The young swifts will have 
fledged by then, and the chimney will be empty, 
but the nest will remain.   

 

SWIFT NIGHT OUT 

Plan on counting roosting chimney swifts August 
12, 13, and 14 and September 9, 10, and 11. 

Members of FSST will be counting at communal 
roosting sites on these nights.  The birds gather 
slowly, and a few begin to drop down into the 
chimney. As darkness increases, so do the 
numbers of swifts, seemingly coming out of 
nowhere to begin circling and swooping down 
over the chimney.  And then they begin to drop 
down into the chimney, often so rapidly that you 
can’t accurately count them. Suddenly the sky is 
clear again, and the roosting site is home to 
varying numbers of migrating swifts.   It’s an 
awesome sight.  The complete directions, 
including how to report your count, are at ‘Swift 
Night Out’ at chimneyswifts.org.  Or call a FSST 
member for help or to join us at a site where we 
will be counting.  We aren’t experts, but we will 
enjoy sharing the experience with you.  

 

For information about the Tower, tours, 
presentations or other, please call 563-783-7791 
or 563-964-2535.   
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Photo courtesy of Wanda Justice 



2015 IN REVIEW 

THE SWIFTS 

We were delighted to see chimney swifts return and nest 
construction begin in the chimney on May 31st.  Five beautiful eggs 
appeared in the nest, and dedicated adults brooded and fed the five 
babies. Four to six adult swifts were seen flying near the tower at 
times, and we wonder if multiple adults fed and cared for the five 
babies.  A heavy rain in June left 3-4 inches of water at the base of 
the chimney, but thankfully the nest remained intact.  The five baby 
swifts fledged early in August, and we await the return of some or 
all of them to the Tower in National next year.    Twenty-two 
swifts have been born and emerged from the Tower to date.  What a happy 
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Althea Sherman building her original Tower in 
1915. 

We often use the monitor to view the swifts in the tower without disturbing them.  We 
were saddened to hear of the death of Bob Anderson, who donated the camera for the chimney so we could do this.  His 
work and dedication live on in his many projects that benefit birds and those of us who enjoy them.  

TOWER VISITORS 

Sixty-one individuals, several families, and 4 dogs (all were named) were written in the Registration Book at the Tower.  
Eleven states were listed, along with the District of Columbia.  Since registrations began in 2010, 31 states, the District of 
Columbia and 4 foreign countries have been represented.  Althea Sherman took many people through her original tower, 
recording their names in a special journal. She would be pleased to know that the interest in her project continues. 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

Notes From Althea… 

Althea Sherman papers, 1902-1936. MS49.  Special 
Collections, State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines . 
Selected entries about the tower construction. 

It was commonly believed that adult chimney 
swifts fed their young at night, likely because the 
young could be heard chippering at night.  Althea 
Sherman doubted this belief, and this entry in her 
Chimney Swifts Journal is her experience with 
observing the swifts in her tower at night.  Her 
observations were accepted as evidence that the swifts 
did not feed their young at night. 

August 20, 1918 

It is now 9.45 p.m. I have been in tower since 7.15.  Both 
parents had retired when I came up with big metal lamp so 
there might be plenty of light in the chimney. Moon is nearly 
full and shines clear so the night is about as bright as is possible 
here at this season……The inside of the chimney is brightly 
lighted so the parents could see to feed in case they ever do 
such a thing at night which is perfectly absurd. As if they could 
work all day and all night too.  Whenever the parents move 
there is a great twitter, same as is made when they are fed. (She 
goes on to describe the activity in the chimney as well as her 
observations made during the day.)  I intended to stay by chimney 
until midnight. But whats the use. It certainly is plain that 
Swifts do not feed at night.  It is now 10.30 p. m The Swifts 
and I both need rest for to-morrows work.   

 

Althea  Sherman papers, 1902—1936. MS49. Special Collections, 
State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines 

  

  

ACTIVITIES 

The Friends of the Sherman Swift Tower helped erect a nesting tower at the 
Monona Butterfly Garden and Trail.  Jim Langhus and Harold Krambeer are 
shown erecting the tower on May  1.  Swifts have nested in the towers 
erected at Founders Park in Elkader, and at Guttenberg, Iowa, so we hope 
they will soon be at home in Monona.   

Friends of the Sherman Swift Tower (FSST) also presented a program on 
Althea Sherman and chimney swifts at the Driftless Area Wetlands Centre in 
Marquette, Iowa, on International Migratory Bird Day, May 9th.  A generous 
donation of cupcakes helped  celebrate the 100th anniversary of the original 
tower construction.   In the fall, we completed a number of observations of 
communal roosting sites of migrating swifts during the nationwide Swift 
Night Out.  Over 400 swifts were counted, including 7 at the Tower at 
National.  And we were happy to see a large number of children complete 
chimney swift activities during Heritage Days at Osborne in October.       

Special Archives 
State Historical 
Society Of Iowa 

FSST members are working on developing a website. 
Look for it in the coming months. Althea Sherman  pur-
chased a  new-fangled machine called a typewriter in the 
1920’s to aid in writing her many articles on birds.  
(Her sister did not approve of this ‘new’ technology.)  
Imagine what Althea could have done with the internet!    

 Young swifts roost-
ing on the side of 
the chimney. 


