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FRIENDS OF THE 
SHERMAN SWIFT 

TOWER 

Swift Night Out 
On August 14, 274 chimney swifts entered the 
roosting site in Elkader. On a trip to McGregor in 
August no swifts were see roosting in the site there. 
Thanks to Mary, who reported 39 chimney swifts 
entering the Elkader chimney on September 10.    
Like a synchronized ballet, the birds gather and fly 
over the chimney repeatedly, finally circling and 
dropping down into the chimney singly or in small 
groups.   

Visitors to the Tower 
Sixty-two + visitors signed the guest Register. They 
came from Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois, Washington, 
California, North Carolina, Louisiana, Virginia, 
Maryland and Idaho.  Their comments encourage us 
to continue sharing Althea Sherman’s legacy.  We are 
thankful for their visits, with the exception of the last 
one, who took the Register with them.  

Our Thanks to: 
Ron Kaiser and Corbin Schoulte for climbing  the 
narrow ladder in the small chimney and taking the 
chimney cap off and putting it back on.    

Scott Chase for his work with the monitor, solar panels 
and batteries every spring and fall.  

Ross Krambeer who made a new water-proof box for 
information and the Register. 

Mike Boyle of the Cedar County Historical Society, for 
the tour of the Cedar County Historical Museum and the 
original Chimney Swift Tower. The Museum complex at 
Tipton and the Bickett-Rate farm are a tribute to their 
hard work and dedication to local history. We had a very 
enjoyable and educational visit.      

 COME  VISIT THE TOWER!The Tower will be open 
for 2022 tours on May 28  and 29, and September 3 
and 4, from 1-4 PM. You are welcome to visit 
anytime. There is a new sign, an audio recording, a 
monitor to view the interior of the chimney, a rest 
stop and picnic area along with the National Cemetery 
where the Sherman family is buried.  

Photo courtesy of Wanda Justice 
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2021 - A better year for National’s swifts 

The swifts arrived in mid-May as evidenced by the excrement 
(Althea’s word) in the rain pan at the bottom of the chimney. 
This confirmed they roosted in the tower at night.  Last 
year’s nest was on the East wall, the first ever not under the 
window on the South. The pair evidently debated which wall 
to use for their nest this year as sticks began to appear on both 
the East and South walls, but by mid-June the South wall had 
a small nest.   We rarely saw the adult swifts, but by July 11, 
there were 4 eggs in the nest.  Three baby swifts appeared by 
July 25, and by mid-August, the 3 young were seen clinging 
to the chimney wall. Soon practice flights in the chimney 
were observed through the monitor, and the young fledged shortly 
thereafter.   

When the chimney pan was cleaned, there were two intact eggs found, perhaps one from the four seen, and 
possibly one early egg that rolled to the floor from the shallow nest early in construction.  Despite falling four 
or five feet, the shells remained unbroken.     

The adult swifts were very rarely seen flying overhead or in the chimney through the monitor, and nest 
building started later than usual. We missed their cheerful chittering as they flew over. It was reassuring to 
see the young hatch and survive to fledge.      

 

Notes From Althea… 

 

Althea Sherman Papers. 1902—1936. MS49. Special 
Collections, State Historical Society of Iowa. Des Moines. 

In May of 1928, Althea Sherman observed a 
mated pair of swifts begin egg laying, only to have 
the female driven out by another female swift.   
(See our 2018 newsletter)  In July, she observed 
all three adults feeding the young.  From 3.35 to 
5.44, she wrote 2 pages of her observations.  Here is 
a portion, part of which was written in a dark part 
of the tower.  
July 27, 1928 

At one time three adult C.S s were present. That three fed 
young I doubt not, but the proof is not quite so convincing as in 
a former year. From behavior I decide that first arrival was the 
repudiated female mate. Second  C.S. the male; Third the 
female seducer, the mother of young. 3:30p.m. First arrival 
alights six inches below nest. It’s actions are queer, such as I 
never before witnessed. It jerked head, looked as if coughing up 
something. Flies up to W.Side of nest then at 3.35 another 
Swift comes in—evidently the male. He at once chased the first 
bird. Much flying about, up out of sight. Male alights near my 
face, twitters several times, finally feeds on W. side. 
……..Fourteen entries follow of swifts entering, leaving, feeding 
young and brooding.   5.44  I end watch. Shelled peas during it.  
Four Swifts found present.  (The fourth swift wasn’t referred to in 
the entry until this time).   

 
 

Program for 5th graders at Clayton Ridge 

On May 24, The Garnavillo Historical Society Museum members invited us to assist in a program for 
the 5th Graders of Clayton Ridge School. Museum members shared Althea Sherman’s story and the 
Friends of the Sherman Swift Tower spoke about chimney swifts. The Fifth Graders were an 
interested and interesting audience, asking thoughtful questions and providing some profound 
conclusions about Althea’s life work. 
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Thanks to the crew from thINK for our  

bright and colorful new sign. 

Young swifts on the wall 


